
Invocations

The National Management Association maintains its long standing tradition to begin all meetings, conferences, and conventions with an invocation and a pledge of allegiance to our flag.  This quiet interlude, between social discourse and the official start of the meeting, settles the mind and serves to establish the proper atmosphere.

The intent of the invocation may be met by use of an inspirational message, poem, reading, or standard invocation, whether classical and proven, or new and original.  NMA audiences are composed of members representing a variety of backgrounds, ethnic groups, and religious preferences.  Proper respect and consideration should be given to our audience by use of a NON-DENOMINATIONAL invocation if at all possible.

The following invocations were compiled to provide suitable examples for use by NMA members.  They are included as suggestions…to be used as written, or hopefully, to prompt new and original versions.

Our thanks to those who granted us permission to include their offerings in this edition. If you wish to submit suggestions, mail or fax them to:

The National Management Association
2210 Arbor Boulevard

Dayton, OH  45439-1580

Our Father, we ask Your blessing on this meeting.

We thank You for bringing us together in health and fellowship.

We ask You to guide us, every day, in the use of the tools of our trade — communications, judgment, initiative, and perseverance.

We ask You to bless this food for our use and us to Your service.  Amen.

Master of the Universe:

Keep our tongues from evil and our lips from speaking guile.  Implant humility in our souls, teach us to be strong in temptation and trial, and be patient and forgiving when others wrong us.

Help us understand and proclaim the truth, that not by might and not by power, but by Thy spirit alone, can man prevail.  Grant unto all men and nations the blessings of liberty, justice, and peace.  Let injustice and oppression cease and hatred, cruelty, and worry pass away so that all people may unite to worship Thee in love and devotion.  Amen.

Father of us all, keep us in Thy sight as we pause in our daily headlong haste.  As we gather with our fellow managers to dine, grant us the wisdom to be judicious in our decisions, the patience to be forgiving, and the never ending yearning for eternal peace.

And from the 15th Psalm:  “Lord, who shall be with You?  He that walks uprightly, and works righteously, and speaks the truth in his heart!”

This is our plea.  Amen.

Oh, Heavenly Father,

We thank Thee for food and remember the hungry.

We thank Thee for health, and remember the sick.

We thank Thee for friends, and remember the friendless.
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We thank Thee for freedom and remember the enslaved.

May these remembrances inspire us to service that Thy gifts may be used for others.  Amen.

Let us bow our heads:

Father we ask that You look kindly on this gathering and grant us the wisdom to see events in their true perspective — not for ourselves or for merely material gain, but rather that we may learn in thought, and for the gain of all.

Let us incline our ears toward wisdom and apply our hearts to understanding; let us seek knowledge for the hope of finding understanding.  Amen.

Let us bow our heads.

We gather here for the purpose of imporoving our awareness.  It is a simple goal.  In order to do this task to the best of our abilities, we ask Your help with the obstacles that may confront us.

Grant us the opportunity to see all things in the clear light of truth.

Allow us to etch our memories with the highest ideals needed to work with our fellow managers.

Permit us to work constructively.  Amen.

Oh God, Who has ordained that whatever is to be desired should be sought by labor, and Who, by Thy blessing, brings honest labor to good effect, look with mercy upon our studies and endeavors.  Grant us, Oh Lord, to desire only what is lawful and right, that in humility of mind we may seek the truth, and in gentleness of heart may we serve our generation.  Amen.

As we are assembled here this evening, let us bow our heads and thank God for blessing our land abundantly with gifts that only He can give, for this food we are about to receive and for the fellowship we share. And in keeping with this special day, we thank Thee for the understanding and love of our friends whom we honor this evening.  I’m certain we have climbed a little higher with them than we would have climbed alone.  For these and all Thy blessings we thank Thee, O Lord.  Amen.

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose…a time to get, and a time to lose…a time to love, and a time to hate, a time of war, and a time of peace.

And also that every man and woman should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of honest labor; it is the gift of God.  Amen.

Dear God, please help us do a better job in working to help our fellow workers improve themselves so that they might better enjoy a fruitful and rewarding life.

We beseech Thy Divine Guidance in our daily effort to train ourselves so that we can be of service in order that a better life may be hand by all.

Bless this food that our minds and bodies be nourished to do Thy will.  Amen.

We have come here to increase our range of knowledge, not merely for ourselves but for our fellow workers.  As You have said, “As you do for the least of them, you do for Me.”

This meeting, this program, this meal, this entire day is for preparing for a better tomorrow…for we are EVER at the thresholds of TOMORROWS.

This we ask:  let us grow as managers and leaders…in spirit and ability.  Amen.

Help us, O Lord, to work for one another’s good.  Give us courage to do our own part worthily; to maintain the ideals of service we have learned from Thee; to accept Thy standards of honesty, purity, unselfishness, and love.  May we pray that when our days here shall end, we may know that we have striven, not in vain, but to uphold what is right, to be worthy of Thy trust, and to be of service to others and Thee.  Amen.

Lord God, Heavenly Father, Who so graciously has opened Thy hands to supply us with daily bread, with sincere appreciation we acknowledge Thy bountiful goodness and love.  We thank Thee.

Protect and guide us each day, providing light in our darkness, wisdom for our ignorance, and hope in our despair.  Turn us from the regrets of the past and point us to new adventures.  Be with us at home, work, and play that we may know that love is the greatest gift.  Amen.

God our Father, we give sincere thanks for this opportunity to meet together, and for the opportunity to become better acquainted with our fellow business associates.  May we listen to one another intently, with the purpose of bettering ourselves and our profession.  May we humbly accept the responsibilities assigned to us whether they be in our vocation…in the community…or in our homes.

May we carry our each of these responsibilities with Thy help and to the best of our capabilities.  May no one say about us that we have been selfish and have not considered those about us in our every decision.  Bless this food to our bodies, and our bodies to Thy service.  Amen.

This meeting brings to mind a passage in the Bible, Proverbs, Chapter 1, verse 5:

“A wise man will hear and increase learning; a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels.”

That symbolizes our efforts here today.  None of us is so informed as to refuse further instructions.  None of us is so proud as to be unwilling to share knowledge with others.

We at this meeting own (in some way) our present circumstance to those who were teachers to us yesterday…and we, in turn, will be teachers to others tomorrow…and so it continues, each to another.  Our hope is to contribute to teaching and learning that will never end.  Amen.

This assembly is composed of many old and fast friends, acquaintances of a very brief time, those who strive together, and some who have never met.

Permit no one to leave here a stranger, or less a person than when arriving.

Since each of us is a part of all we have ever witnessed, let what we have observed, be to Thy good and available to all.

There are those among us who have come many miles to share our day.  Grant that they may return safely to their homes and their families.  Amen.

As we embark on this new experience tonight, we would ask for Your guidance and blessing on this chapter.

Help us to be better managers of ourselves and the people who are entrusted to our supervision.

May the rewards of our efforts in this NMA chapter be a stronger company, a better place to work, and a better understanding of our positions in the organization.

Bless this food to the nourishment of our bodies.  Amen.

Oh God, you have bound us together in this bundle of life; give us grace to understand how our lives depend on the courage, the industry, the honesty and integrity of our fellow men; that we may be mindful of their needs, grateful for their faithfulness, and faithful in our responsibilities to them.  Amen.

God and God of our fathers, fervently we invoke Thy blessing upon this assembly.  Grant us peace, Thy most precious gift, O Thou Eternal Source of Peace, and enable us to be its messenger unto the peoples of the earth.  Bless our country that it may ever be a stronghold of peace and its advocate in the council of nations.

Grant us vision and courage that, unhindered and unafraid, we may pursue the paths of truth and duty.  Enlighten our minds that we may put to the highest use every gift of the hand; that we cherish a good conscience above worldly gain.  Lead us in the paths of righteousness.

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, Giver of Peace.  Amen.

O God, from Whom to be turned is to fall, to Whom to be turned is to rise, and with Whom to stand is to abide forever; grant us in all our duties Your help, in all our perplexities Your guidance, and in all our dangers Your protection.  Amen.

Strengthen in us, O God, the spirit of service and sacrifice.  May we never be tempted to profit by impoverishing and degrading the lives of others.  Make us realize the wrong of letting others hunger while we are surfeited with the bounties of nature.  Implant in our hearts, we pray Thee, a sense of responsibility and comradeship.  Reveal to us the divine glory that abides in every soul and the high dignity that invests all honest labor.

Help us so to live that, by our own endeavors, we may hasten the day when all shall toil and serve side by side as friends; when love and sympathy shall stir every heart; and greed and want no longer mar the beauty of Thy creation.  Amen.

